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ALLENTOWN MORNING CALL (Pa| 

18 January 1984 

Errsmaus man visits diwm ias 

Backs overthrow of Nicaraguan regime ' 


Bv SCOTT BEIBER 
Of The Morning Call 


An Emmaus college student and journal- 
ist says be saw “little evidence” of Ameri- 
can military support for the guerrilla effort 
to overthrow the government of Nicaragua, 
during a week he spent with the guerrillas. 

Mike Johns, the 19-year-old editor-in- *, 
chief-of the University of Miami- Tribune * 
and a president of the university’s College , 
Republicans, will relate his expmences to a :1 

nafionalTV audienceon the NBC Today ■ ■* 

show'About 7*0 am. today. - 

Johns does not recognise the Intimacy ... 
of the regime that rules Nicaragua and 

wants the guerrillas to topple it because, he 

claims, the regime is dictatorial and com- 
munistic. 

In a telephone interview withTheMoro- 
ing -Call yesterday, Johns said that he was 
told by guerrilla leaders in Honduras that 

their numbers are grwring ^7 WOO 

month, and now number U/W figging 
troops. He said their morale is «**®*g.- 
higlTand be expects they may takecootrol 
of Nicaragua before the end of the year. 


want to kill them, but are conscript- 
ed and forced toiightby the Nicara- 
guan government 

Johns made the trip with Mike - 
Waller, the editor-in-chief of The Se- 


materie l . 

“It is toully a grass roots type of free- 
dom fight. They want their country Lack 
• and seem to be enjoying an enormous 


M O seuu w w e -- — • . 

amount of support from Njcaxaguanmd w 
Honduran civilians and Sandinisto troops, 
Johnssaid. ; 

He said the guerrilla'fighter rv epuit'th at • 
some Nicaraguan army fioops purpoeety__ 
shoot over their beads because they sympa- 
thise with the guerrillas and really do not 


quent, * conservative campus news- 
paper in Washington DjC. They were 
s pon s ore d by -the Young America’s 
Foundation, which Johns said Is a 
nonpolitical, nonpartisan education- 
al organization. 

era! endorsement of what, they were 
doing, “like any other journalists. 

Johns and Waller bad been plan- 
ning to make such a visit since Sep- 
■ lumber . Both knew Adolfo Calero, 

•the commander-to-chief of the Nica- 
raguan Democratic Front, the larg- 
est of the several -“contra” rebel 
{groups fighting the S a ndini sto gov- 
-ernmentlrom bases along the Hon- 
duran border. It was thrcmgh Calero 
that their trip waswrranged. 

< After flying frotnMiami Jan. 7, • 

the two spSrttwo Pays at an FDN 
“safe bouse” outside Tegucigalpa, 
the capital of Honduras. B was a 
plain, two-story house where com- 
tmunicafions equipment mis k ept 
i and from where toe jnerrilla effort 
; was coordinated. ' • 

They were then token to the Las 
Vegas base camp, the largest of the 
‘i TON camps, about four miles from 
~j toe Nicaraguan border. Johns said 
' they had to p rom ise TiottoteU about 
the trip toandtromtbe base-camp. 
i From Tuesdayto Saturday they 
were with the guerrillas. , 

. He said roughly 960 of them were 
I at the camp, virtually all Nicara- 
guans. He said about 40 of them 
were wopen and about 20 percent 
were youths under 16 jears old. He 

• said about SO percent of the soldiers 
were ex-Sandinistas who fought to 
overthrow the Somoza regime in 
1979. Others were former members 
of Somoza’s national guard. He not- 
ed that former Somoza guardsmen 

• are also in the Sandinista govern- 
ment and military. 

He said the guerrillas acted to- 
ward him and Waller as if they had 
never seen Yankees, poking at 


John’s blond hair and ex a min ing 
tbeir recording gear. 

He said the guerrillas appeared j 
to be proud soldiers. Every day they 
woke at dawn, grouped into forma- , 
tion, raised the Nicaraguan flag, 1 
sang the national anthem and fired a 
salute. 

AH dinners consistod of fried ba- 
nanas, rice, beans and taco-like corn 
abdla. . 

The guerrillas spent fiie day in a 
loose regiment training, firing 
weapons and being schooled in dem- 
ocratic, free enterprise principles. 
Johns spoke to the guerillas on one 
occasion and told them Americans 
are supporting them. 

He said the guerrillas’ main . 
strategy for overthrowing the Nica- 
raguan government seems to be to 
gam control of small areas of Nica- 
ragua and give the people freedom 
— instituting a free market system, 
for example Guerrillas strike at 
military targets mainly from camps 
-inside Nicaragua, be said. 

Johns said while he was in the ! 
camp there was one only attack by 
the enemy, a few mortar rounds that: 
did little damage. He said two days 
before they arrived, he was told, 
Nicaraguan troops attacked during 
the morning ceremonies, but the 
guerrillas chased them. The final 
count was 20 army dead and two 
guerrillas dead. He said two Cubans 
were among the deed Nicaraguan 
army troops. 

Johns said the guerrillas seemed 
to be well-trained. He was told the 
4dll ratio between toe army and 

guerrillas was about 12-1 in favor of 
the guerrillas. 

He accompanied toe guerrillas on - 
• an excursion into Nicaragua, where 
the peasants offered them food. 

He had his closest brash with 
what pould have been death oc- 
curred when the jeep that was tak- 
ing them back broke down and they 
had to walk a distance. They were in 
the area where the American heli- 
copter had been shot down and the 
pilot killed. Johns said the guerrilla 
commander told them not to talk 
and to be ready to dive for cover in 
the ditch to the right of the road be- 
cause the Sandinista army was in 
the mountains to the left “It was 
• very scary.” 
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